














Letter received from the 
Ponderosa Martis Neighbors 
United as read during Public 

Comment



To:  Tahoe-Truckee Sanitation Agency 

We, of Ponderosa Martis Neighbors United, an organization for those who live on Reynold Way, 
Martis Drive and Estates Drive, are threatened by potential negative impacts of the proposed 
Joerger Ranch Parcel 4 development near us. 

If this piece of Joerger Ranch property, bordered by Brockway Road, Highway 267 and the 
Ponderosa Golf Course, is divided into seven lots and developed, our neighborhood will be 
disrupted by the effects of noise, night lighting, visual blight, traffic and, most importantly, loss 
of safety. We have been speaking against this development since 2012, and nothing has 
changed our belief that it will also destroy the character of our community.   

If Parcel 4 is developed, hundreds of vehicles will exit north on Martis Drive into our 
neighborhood daily, seeking an alternative route to Brockway Road. Currently, our narrow, 
unlined streets welcome cyclists and families walking children and dogs. They provide access to 
the Legacy Trail and are used by golfers crossing the third fairway and walking near the 
clubhouse. They pass senior citizens’ housing, as well as the busy skateboard park off Estates 
Drive. If this development is allowed, there will be accidents, and some fatal ones, endangering 
many. 

Besides the dark cloud it would cast over our peaceful neighborhood, a development in Parcel 4 
would remove a safe choice for pilots flying out of Truckee Tahoe Airport. Currently, the 
Ponderosa Golf Course is a designated emergency landing option when departing westbound 
from the airport’s most-used Runway 29. Buildings in Parcel 4 would make an approach for a 
safe landing on the golf course unlikely, as well as jeopardize people’s lives. An airplane crashed 
in Parcel 4 in 2012. The pilot and his passenger walked away unhurt, because there were no 
buildings there. 

Truckee Tahoe Airport’s purchase of the Ponderosa Golf Course in 2008, to retain open space 
near the airport, was a great gift to us and the Truckee community of an affordable, recreation 
opportunity operated by the Truckee Donner Recreation and Park District. The Town of Truckee 
could do the same by designating Parcel 4 as necessary open space and a safe public path 
through the park for walkers and cyclists to reach the Legacy Trail. 

For those of us who have lived in Truckee for decades, we know that money and growth can 
benefit a town’s economic health and vitality. Yet, no matter what goals are on the paper, 
people are the soul of this community, and Truckee’s special quality is serenity. Our 50-year-old 
neighborhood expresses that. Please hear our urgent plea and deny the proposal for 
development on the Joerger Ranch Parcel 4 property. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Ponderosa Martis Neighbors United 
PMNUnited@gmail.com 




